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ABSTRACT: In 2000, an epitaph in Qidan script was unearthed from Tomb 4 of the Liao period in
the Shuiquangou cemetery at Yihebei Township in Jarud Banner, Inner M(;ngolia. It has a Qidan lesser
script title in two seven-character lines, which can be deciphered as “Epitaph for the Tomb of Grand
Tutor Salai Shilu.” The text is written also in Qidan lesser script and composed of 164 characters in 13
lines, of which ten characters are damaged or missing. The first line is a statement about the
tomb-owner, from which only the words “Shilu, son of Grand Tutor Salai” can be déciphered. The sec-
ond to eleventh lines tell of Grand Tutor Salai Shilu’ s three sons, especially of the first son Temei. The

date “sixth year of the Shouchang reign” provided important evidence for dating.
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